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JohN XX. 28. 


Thomas anſwered and ſaid 
unto Him, my LoRD and 
my GoD, 


HESE Words contain a principal 
Branch of that Faich which was 
once deliver d unto the Saints: 
Which it concerns all Chriſtians, and 
eſpecially Miniſters, to keep ſafe as 
a ſacred Treaſure, and to contend 
for earneſtly whenever there appears any Dan- 
ger of loſing it. 

H o w neceſlary this Contention is now I need 
not ſay; neither, I conceive, can it be thought 
unſuitable to the preſent Occaſion. My Deſign 
in inſiſting on this Subject is to conſider it as a 
Proof of the true and proper Divinity of Jesus 
Carisr, in order to which, I propoſe to obſerve 
the following Method. 


I. I Starr explain the Words. 


II. LA down a few Propoſitions for the Illu- 


ſtration of what I intend to prove. 
B III. Suow 


8282 et none „ I% 


6 The Divinity of 


III. Saz the Force and Strength of the Argu- 
ment, or what Proof of our Saviour's Divinity 
the Words contain. | 


I. I Des1GN to explain the Words, and ſhall 
endeavour to lay open the meaning of em ſo far 
as may be of Uſe to my preſent Purpoſe, | 

Hrrr are two Titles aſcrib'd to Jeſus Chriſt, 
LorD and Gon. 

1. Lo RD, This Word imports Propriety, or 
Dominion. "Tis oftentimes us'd in Scripture by 
way of Eminency, for the Name of God, thus 
He is ſtiled, be Lord. But here is no Difh- 
culty, and therefore I ſhall proceed to the next f 
Title. 

2. J:svs Cnnisr is here called Gop. What 
the nicaning of this Name is, will be beſt under- 
ſtood by conſidering it under a twofold Diſtincti- 
on. It is us'd either properly or improperly ; in an 


* 


eAbſolute or à Relative Sence. 

(t.) Thx Name of God is us'd either properly 

or improperly : Properly, that is, in its firſt and 

Chief meaning, which fignifies One infinitely per- 
fect Being. And comprehends under it all that is 
truly Excellent. Thus I am ſure the ſacred Scrip- 
tures repreſent that Being whom we call Gop, and 
make Uſe of a vaſt Variety of Expreſſions to ſet 
forth the glorious Excellency of his Nature, that 
ſo we might think of Him in the beſt manner that 
the Imperfection of our Underſtandings will ad- 
mit. All this then is comprehended under that 
Name; and there can't be any Reaſon for confi- 
ning it to any one particular Attribute or Relation 
belonging to Him, or for excluding any Thing 
that che Scriptures ſay concerning Him. 

Bur then, as the word Gop, is ſometimes, and 
thac for the moſt Part, uſed properly ; ſo, at other 
Times, it is uſed improperly and figuratively, " the 

| ame 
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ſame manner that the Scriptures aſcribe Eyes, 
Hands, and Feet to God. Thus the Name of Gop, 
is ſometimes given to Angels and Men, not to ſig- 
nify the Nature of God ; or that they are really 
and truly, what the Word in its Original Uſe and 
proper mear ing doth imply, but in a very diffe- 
rent Sence, as is uſual with all figurative Exprefli- 
ons. And there can never be ſo wide a Diſtance 
in the meaning as when the ſame Word is applied 
both to Finite and Infinite. The utmoſt that the 
Name of God can amount to, when ſpoken of 
any Creature is, that it hath ſome faint Shadow 

or imperfect Reſemblance of the great Creator. 
(2.) AN orhER Diſtinction belonging to the Name 
of God is this; it is ſometimes uſed in an Ab/o- 
Lute, and ſometimes in a Relative Sence. Abſolutely, 
The Name of God ſignifies his Nature and Perie- 
&ions, and ſpeaks of Him as He is in himſelf with- 
out any reſpect to his Creatures. Thus Jaiab xlvi 9. 
I am God, and there is none elſe, 1 am God and there 
is none like Ne. In the next Verſe, he ſets forth 
the Greatneſs and Excellency of his Nature by his 
foreknowing Things to come, declaring the End 
from the Beginning, and from Ancient Times the Things 
which are not yet done. In other Places He is de- 
{crib'd by other Perfections; He is called, the High 
and Lofty One who inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe Name 4 
Holy. *Twere endleſs to recite all that the Scrip- 
tures ſay concerning God. They give us a large 
Deſcription of His glorious Perfections; all 
which is very well ſummed up in the 4ſſemblies 
Catechiſm. *© God is a Spirit, Infinite, Eternal, 
“ Unchangeable, in His Being, Wiſdom, Power, 

* Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs and Truth “. 

HrerzBsy we are enabled to underſtand in 
ſome Meaſure what God is in himſelf, and co form 
a true and real, tho? imperfe& Conception of 
his Nature; and this, the word Jenov ar is put to 
ſignify, which as it is the proper Name of the 
| B 2 One 
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One only Living and true God; ſo is never uſed, even 
of Him, in a Relative Sence. 6 

Bur what is meant by the Name of Gop 
uſed relatively, as in my Text, My Gop. It 
ſpeaks of the ſame Being, and contains under it 
the Abſolute Sence, but adds another Notion, wiz. 
That peculiar Reſpect and Relation which He 
bears to his own People, which as it is always the 
Effect of ſome Covenant, ſo it implies theſe Two 
Things. : 

[i] Trar this People are under all the moſt pow- 
erful Obligations to ſerve and glorify Him as God. 
[2] Thatin Caſe they fulfill their Engagements he 
will Reward them and do them good as God 
(that is) ſo as becomes a Being ſo great and 
bountiful ; both theſe Things are implyed when 
He is pleaſed to call himſelf the Gop of any 
People. Thus, in the Preface to the Ten Com- 
mandments, When He faith, I am the Lord thy 
God; The meaning is, That as He hath a Right 
to all our Worſhip and Obedience, fo he is able 
to Reward it, in the beſt manner poflible : And ſo 
nothing could be more ficly ſet before the Ten 
Commandments than this Title, becauſe it re- 
preſents our Duty as moſt reaſonable, and at the 
ſame Time gives the greateſt Encouragement to 
a ſincere Performance of it. I ſhall open this a 
little more diſtinctly in a few Particulars. 3 

1.) TERRE is a peculiar Honour due to God by 
Reaſon of the incomparable Excellency of his 
Nature and glorious Perfections: This Honour we 
call Worſhip. I know tis pretended * that the 
Worſhip of God is only founded on his Authori- 
ty, bur this is not only without Scripture- warrant 
but directly contrary to it, when we are com- 
manded to pray to God in ſecret, He is conſider' d 
3 | Es 8 
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as ſeeing in Secret. And indeed to what Purpoſe 
ſhou'd we pray to Him at all, or how could we 
hope to have our Prayers anſwered were we not 
aſlur'd both that He is every where preſent, and 
that He knows and is able to ſupply all our 
Wants. Again, we are told, that God is a Spirit 
and, upon this Ground, required to worſhip him in 
Spirit and in Truth f. We are commanded to give 
Him the Glory due unto His Name. And what is 
meant by that, but the aſcribing to him all thoſe 
glorious Excellencies, which appear in his Word 
and Works? And again, Vbo ſhall not Praiſe thee for 
Thou only art Holy T. 

2.) Gop hath anjunalienable Right to this Ho- 
nour from all his Creatures ; and this Right is 
founded on thoſe great Things He hath done for 
them. 1. In Creation, Pſalm, xcv. 6, 7. O come 
tet us Worſhip, and bow down, let us kneel before the 
Lord our Maker, for He is our God and we are the 
People of hu Paſture. 2. In a Way of Providence. 
He maintains us, in Life and Being, is our Su- 
preme Lord and Governour. 3. Asto fallen Man 
theſe Obligations are farther ſtrengthned by his 
being their Redeemer. We are bought with 4 
Price, and therefore ought to glorify him that 
bought us with our Souls, and with our Bodies which 
are his *. 

3. In Order to encourage this Worſhip and 
Service, God hath been pleaſed to promiſe that 
He will beſtow the moſt deſireable Reward cn 
thoſe that do it ſincerely; and this is moſt 
comprehenſively and ſignificantly expreſs'd by 
calling himſelf their Gop. For ſeeing God is 
the Supreme good, and able to beſtow the 
higheſt Happineſs on his Creatures, in ftilin 
himſelf the God of any People he doubtleſs in- 
tends to ſignify, that he will do them good in 

ſuch 
Match. vi, 6, + John iv. 24. * Pi. xcvi. 8. 
2 Rev. xv. 4. { . 1 Cor, vi. 20. RE 
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ſuch a manner, as ſhall make it plainly appear 
that He is not aſhamed to be called their God; as 
the Apoſtle Paul argues from this very Title *: 
And hence it was made Uſe of, by our Saviour, 
to confute the Error of the Sadduces, who held 
that there is no Reſurrection 1. | 
4.) As there are none that worſhip Godffincere- 
ly, beſides his own peculiar People, ſo. none elſe 
have any Right to the promiſed Reward. Neither 
can any become the People of God without their 
own Conſent. 
F.) Tx1s mutual Relation is made in and by 
the Covenant of Grace, which contains the Terms 
requir'd of us on the one Part, and the Promiſes 
of good Things to be fulfilled by God on the other 
Part; and whenever any Perſon doth unfelgnedly 
dedicate himſelf to the Service of God, He is im- 
mediately regarded and treated by God as one of 
his People. This is the Tenor of the New Cove- 
nant, I will be their God, and they ſhall be my People 4. 
I proceed, 


II. To lay down a few Propoſitions for 
the Illuſtration of the Point which I deſign to 
prove. 

I. From what hath been already ſaid it ap- 
pears, that there is no Ground for the Diſtindtion 
between a Supreme and Subordinate God: There 
is no other God properly ſo called beſides him 
who is Supreme: 'This is implied in the very No- 
tion of God, as he is diſcovered by the Light of 
Nature and of Revelation: And therefore the 
Queſtion is not rightly ſtated, Whether Jeſus 
Chriſt be Supreme God? Becauſe this ſeems to 
imply that there may be a Subordinate God; but, 


Whether he be called ſo properly, or only in the 


figurative 
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figurative Senſe ? That is, Whether he be God tru- 
ly and in very Deed, or in Name and Title ? For 
if we can prove him to be properly God, it un- 
deniably follows that he is Supreme. 

2: Twovcn we deny that Jeſus Chriſt is ſub- 
ordinate to the Father, as God; yet we own that, 
in other Reſpects, he may be and is ſubordinate. 
We can by no means grant,that he is a ſubordinate 
God, or that his Nature and Eſſence is really in- 
feriour to, or different from, that of the Father; 
yet tis certain, he hath been ſent and employed 
by the Father, in the Quality of Mediator to 
accompliſh the Work of our Redemption : And 


in that Reſpect muft be ſubordinate. That he is 


ſo, as Man, is moſt evident ; and that even as he 
is the Eternal Son of God, he is in ſome fort ſub- 
ordinate to the Father (that is, as uſually expreſt 
in point of Order) hath been the Opinion, both 
of the Ancient Fathers, and of Modern Divines 
in general, even thoſe, who moſt ſtrenuouſly 
oppoſe an Inferiority of Nature. 

3. SEEING Jeſus Chriſt hath the ſame Nature 
and Eſſence with the Father, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow, that he is one and the ſame God. It is 
moſt certain that there is but one God. The Scri- 
ptures declare it, as expreſsly as is poſſible ; and 
yet they as expreſsly aſſure us, that Jeſus Chriſt 
is really and truly God. How can we remove 
this Difficulty, or reconcile this ſeeming Contra- 
dition, but by ſaying they are ons GOD? They 
that will deny this, muſt run themſelves upon real 
Abſurdities far greater than any they can pretend 
to faſten on the received Doctrine of the TRINI- 
TY: For either they muſt deny that Jeſus Chriſt is 
true God, or elſe ſay, there are two Gods, They 
think indeed to avoid this Difficulty, by ſaying, 
that there is but one Supreme God and, that;the Fa- 
ther is He, but in vain ; for ſhould we grant this, 
the Difficulty would ſtill remain. If the Son be not 
a : one 
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one God with the Father, there muſt needs be 
two Gods, whether equal or unequal, that can 
ſignify nothing ; ſeeing both Father and Son are 
God as all grant, they muſt be, either two Gods 
or one God, there is no other ſuppoſition poſſible. 

4. Tuo, in Conformity with Scripture, we be- 
lieve that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are one 
God; yet upon the ſame Ground we aſſert, that 
there is a real Diſtinction between them; and, in 
order to expreſs this Diſtinction, we call them 
Perſons: So that it can't with any Reaſon be pre- 
tended, either that we hold no more than one Per- 
ſon, or that the word, as we uſe it, hath no mean- 
ing. Tho' we know not how great this Diſtinction 
is, nor clearly underſtand wherein it conſiſts ; yet 
ſurely we know what is meant by a real Diſtin- 
&ion, and therefore, if we uſe the word Perſon, 
as a Name common to Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, conſidered as diſtin& from each other, and 
with Intention, to expreſs that Diſtinction, tis 
evident it hath ſome Meaning. In a word we 
mean all that which the Scripture doth, when it 
ſpeaks of them, in the ſame manner as we are 
wont to do of three different Perſons in the com- 
mon Senſe of the word, viz. That they are ſo di- 
ſtint in one Reſpect as is conſiſtent with their Unity 
in another; and, that notwithſtanding this Unity the 
Diſtinction muſt be very conſiderable is evident 
many Ways, particularly, in that the Son took up- 
on him the Humane Nature and ſuffered in it, not 
the Father, or the Holy Ghoſt. 

5. Tno' we know but little of this Diſtinction 
of Perſons ; yet that little is ſufficient to anſwer 
all thoſe Ends and Purpoſes for which it was re- 
veal'd, Jobn xx. 31, The Apoſtle tells us, theſe 
Things are written, that ye might believe that Feſus 
is the Cbriſt, the Son of God, and that believing ye 
might have Life through his Name. As Faith is the 
firit, and more immediate End of Divine Reve- 

lation, 
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lation, ſo in a more eſpecial manner Faith in 
Chriſt as the Son of God. Now we muſt know, 
in ſome Meaſure, what is meant by his being the 
Son of God, how elſe can we believe it; and 
know it we may, ſeeing the Scriptures aſſure us 
that he is ſo the Son of God, as to be really and 
truly God, thus we may know what Excellencies 
and Perfections, he is poſſeſt of, together withthe 
Father, and that as a Son he is a diſtinct Perſon 
and proceeds from the Father, this we know, and 
therefore may believe it, and if we believe, it in- 
deed, that Faith will bring us to Life eternal. We 
can't believe what we dont know, but ſurely our 
Faith may Reach ſo far as our Knowledge. Tho? 
we ſee not enough to ſatisfy Reaſon, we may 
have a firm and ſtedfaſt Perſwaſion of what we 
do ſee: What God reveals is moſt certainly true, 
tho' we can't comprehend, the manner of it: It 
concerns not us to queſtion, how theſe Things 
can be; but only to underſtand them ſo far as it 
hath pleaſed God to reveal them, and then believe 
readily and ſtedfaſtly. And as this is ſufficient to 
our believing it, ſo alſo to our underſtanding thoſe 
other great Truths which depend upon it, as par- 
ticularly the work of Redemption, which other- 
wiſe muſt appear perplex'd and intricate at leaſt, 
if not altogether unintelligible; it is ſet before us as 
a Matter chat highly deſerves, both our Love and 
Wonder, that God himſelf ſhould become Mau, 
and die in our ſtead: Now unleſs we underitand 
and believe, the Diſtinction of Perſons in the God- 
head, we can't rightly apprehend theſe great 
Truths, for 'tis moſt certain that God is offended 
by che Sins of Men, and muſt have a Satisfaction 
made to him, how then can God be the Surety al- 
ſo, unleſs there be more Perſons than one who are 
truly God : Thus we may underſtand how God 
_ in Chriſt reconciling the World to him- 

elt. | | 
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6. T x15 Doctrine, how ſtrange or unlikely ſo- 
ever it may ſeem, is not any way abſurd or un- 
reaſonable. Did we ſay indeed, that God were 
Three and One in the ſame Reſpect it would be a 
Contradiction; but to ſay that he is Three and 
One, in different Reſpects, that is Three Perſons 
and one God, is ſo far from being Contradictory, 
that the very ſame manner of ſpeaking is true of 
ourſelves: Every one of us is two, and yet but 
one; two, as conſiſting of Soul and Body, and yet 
but one Man ; not that 4 think this a fit Repre- 
ſentation of the ſacred Trinity. TI bring it not for 
that Purpoſe, and verily believe there REY in 
Nature capable of repreſenting, with any Meaſure 
of Clearneſs or Propriety, that great Myſtery. 
And this is that which makes all the Difficulty of 
believing it, tho' indeed it is no good Reaſon at 
all for not believing it; for why ſhould it be 
thought incredible, that there is ſomewhat to be 
known concerning the Divine Nature, which no- 
thing Finite or Viſible can repreſent 2 Why may 
there not be very good Reaſons for leaving this 
Doctrine in ſo great a Meaſure dark and obſcure? 
Jam ſure, there are a great many Truths own'd of 
all Sides that we can give very little Account of, 
and about which a ſubtle Wit might ſtart many 
ſuch Difficulties, as the wiſeſt Man would be at 
a Loſs to anſwer. 

FJ. SetinG this Doctrine is above the Reach of 
Reaſon, t muſt be tryed by Scripture alone. Rea- 
ſon hath nothing at all to do either one way or 
t'other, but only to diſcover, what is the Mind of 
God in Scripture. And when we come to ſearch 
the Scriptures we muſt by no means bring any 


Prejudices with us, but examine every thing fair- 


ly and impartially, and judge according to the beſt 
Light and Evidence we can get. If we firſt form 
our Schemes and Notions in our own Imagina- 
tions, and then ſearch the Scriptures only to main- 

| tain, 
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tain and deſend them, we take the wrong Courſe, 
and can't reaſonably expect that God ſhould bleſs 
or aſſiſt us in it. We are naturally very much in- 
fluenc'd by a vain Curioſity, and can't be content 
to be ignorant of thoſe Things which are unre- 
vealed: This is apt to lead us into Errors, and 
therefore ſhould be check'd and controul'd; it 
is much more ſafe and becoming ſuch imperfect 
Creatures to ſubmit to Divine Revelation intire- 
ly without Referve or Exception; Reaſon muſt 
not meddle with that which is above its reach. 
I come, | | 


III. To prove that Jesvs Cunisr, is truly and 
properly Gon. The Words of my Text are very 
_ and expreſs to this Purpoſe: here are two 
Names, or Titles of the only true God, aſcribed 
to him, Loxvy,and Gon; the former indeed, my Lerd, 
doth nor neceffarily thus ſignify: The proper mean- 
ing of Lord, is One that hath Right or Dominion 
over others, ant therefore to call Jeſus Chriſt the 
Lord of any Perſon may ſignify no more than 
that he hath Right to govern, and diſpoſe of that 
Perſon, but yet if we conſider, that God him- 
ſelf is often called the Loxn, by way of Eminence 
in the Ol Tefament, and that this Title is uſually 
applied, to Jeſus Chriſt in the New, we ſhall ſee 
very good Reaſon to conclude that he is really 
and truly God, even one God with the Father, e- 
ſpecially if we add, that what is the Lord in our 
Tranſlation, is very often Fehowab, in the Origi- 
nal, which is the incommunicable Name of the 
one only living and true God, and that Jeſus Chriſt 
is called by that Name in feveral Places. This 
alone would be a full and unanſwerable Proof of 
this important Article. Bur I ſhall chieffy infill 
on the ſecond Title, my God, that Jeſus Chrift is 
called Gop is too plain to be denyed, but the 
Queſtion is about the meaning of the Word, and 
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| here what its more uſual and properSignification is 
1 can't be doubted, that it hath the ſame meaning 
| \ when applied to our Saviour, ought not to be de- 
nied without very good Proof, for the Word of 
| God being deſign'd for our Inſtruction in Righte- 
Þ ouſneſs, we muſt needs ſuppoſe that it reveals every 
thing which is of great Importance to be known, 
with ſufficient Plainneſs, and ſeeing the knowledge 
| of God through Jeſus Chriſt is moſt neceſſary, tis 
| highly improbable that we are left in ſuch uncer- 
| tainty with Reſpect to his very Name, as not to be 
| able ro know, when it belongs to the Creator, 
and when to the Creature, I acknowledge that 
ſometimes the Name of God is applied to Men, 
and to Angels, but yet tis always with ſufficient 
Diſtinction; but tis given to Jeſus Chriſt in the 
ſame manner as to the Father many Times without 
| any Diſtinction at all, and never ſo as to manifeſt 
* any Inequality or Diverſity of Nature, between 
i them, thus tis ſaid that God was manifeſt in the 
[ Fleſh *, and the Elders of Epheſus are charg'd ro 
| feed the Church of God, which be Purchaſed with his 
|, own Blood t, and again hereby perceive we the 
Love of God, becauſe He laid down bis Life for us. 
# and Fobn i. 1, In the Beginning was the word, and the 
word was with God, and the word was God. That the 

Name of God is here applied co different Perſons 

is moſt certain but why it ſhould have two vaſtly 

different Significations, I can ſee no Reaſon, I am 

ſure there is not the leaſt Intimation either in the 

Text or Context; from whence we may gather it, 

neither do the Scriptures giveAccount of any other 

meaning which can poſſibly agree to the Perſon 

here ſpoken of, and beſides, tho the Name of God 

taken Abſolutely hath been apply'd to Creatures, 

yet never when uſed Relatively, there is not one 

Text 
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Text of Scripture to be produc'd wherein my God, 
or thy God, or the God of any People, is meant 
of any beſides the One only living and true God, 
but now Jeſus Chriſt is call'd by an Apoſtle, my 
God, and that with the Approbation of our Lord 
himſelf. I ſhall inlarge upon this Argument a lit- 
tle more diſtinctly under theſe two Particulars. 

1. Jesus CHRisrT was the God of 1/rael un- 
der the Old Teſtament. 

2. Hz is the God of all Believers, Now 

I. Jesvs Cukisr was the God of [/rael under 
the Old Teſtament. The God of Abrabam, of 
Iſaac, and of Facob. And this, as every one that is 
acquainted with the ſacred Writings know, was 
the peculiar Stile and Title,of the true God : Thar 
he was thus called, very often, will evidently ap- 
pear by comparing the Old Teſtament with the 
New. Thus Exodus xx. 2, I am the Lord thy God, 
who have brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, out 
of the Houſe of Bondage: Who it was ſpake this you 
may ſee Hebrews xii. 26. Whoſe Voice (ſpeaking of 
Chriſt) then ſhook the Earth, then, that is, at the giv- 
ing of the Law; ſo alſo Pſal. Ixviii. 17, 18, The 
Chariots of God are Twenty Thouſand even of Thou- 
ſands of Angels, the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, 
in the Holy Place, and then it follows, Thou haſt 
aſcended on high, thou haſt led Captivity captive, thou 
baſt received Gifts for Men: That God who was 
among the Angels in Sinai at the giving of the 
Law, did afterwards aſcend on high, and that Wy 
was our Bleſſed Saviour as you may ſee, Eph. iv.8. CH 
And that he was indeed the God of T/rael will be Li 
farther evident, if we conſider that this ſame i 
Perſon both deliver'd them out of Egypt, and con- 
ducted them through the Wildernels to Canaan; 
for to this End, he firſt of all appeared to Moſes 
in the Buſh, and is expreſsly called both God, and 
an Angel, and ſtiles himſelf the God of Abra. 
ham, Iſaac, and Facob: And who could this be bug: 
—_ 1 0 the 
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the Son of God? That Angel who redeem'd Fa- 
cob from all Evil and to whom he pray'd for a Bleſ- 
ſing on Foſeph's Children. It is certain that of 
him all the Ancient Fathers interpreted theſe 
and. many other Places of the Old Teftament ; and 
indeed is own'd by thoſe that will by no means 
acknowledge the' Father and the Son to be 
one Gad : But how is this conſiſtent, was there 
any more than one Godof 1/rael * That they deny 
as well as we, but they pretend, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was not indeed the God of Iſrael, tho call'd by that 
Name *; but is this interpreting Seripture or 
rather giving it the lie? After this way of Dea- 
ling, it will ſignify no more than what Men will 
have it. They would have us produce a Text of 
Scripture where our Lord is expreſsly called the 
Supreme God; why, in whatſoever Terms it were 
deliver'd, it might be anſwered this Way, and 
would fignify no more, with thoſe who are reſolv- 
ed by any means to bring theScripture to their own 
Opinion, but they would be thought to have 
ſome Reaſon for this Interpretation, they ſay, 
that the Word or Son of God call'd himſelf by 
this Name only, as he was the Father's Meſſenger, 
and repreſented his Perſon, and to confirm it al- 
ledge, Rev. xi. 3. where a created Angel (as 
they would have it) is brought in, ſpeaking after 
the ſame manner, but this is all meer Pretence: 
What greater Preſumption could there be than 
for a Meſſenger to aſſume the Names, and Ti- 
tles of him by whom he is ſent? Or when was it 
ever known, that an Embaſſadour, even from an 
earthly Prince, took this Honour to himſelf? And 
will the moſt high God give his Glory to ano- 
ther? Or would the Son of God aſſume not on- 
ly the Titles, but the Worſhip of God, were it 
not due to Him? As to the Text, juſt now quoted, 
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ic makes nothing to the Purpoſe ;for ſhould we 
grant, that.a created Angel ſpeaks in that Place, 
it can't be ſaid that he aflumes any Name or Title 
of God, but indeed there is very goodReaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that the Angel ſpoken of here, and in other 


Places of this Book, is no other than CuRis r himſelf. 


Who elſe can it be that offers up Incenſe wich the 
Prayers of the Saints, Rev. viii. 3, 42 And that 
Jeſus Chriſt was indeed the God of Jrael, I ſhall 
add Two Texts by way of Confirmation, the 
firſt is that of Mal. iii. x. The Lord whom you ſeek 
ſhall ſuddenly come to bis Temple: That Jeſus Chriſt 
is here ſpoken of, I believe none will deny; that 
he is conſidered as the God of 1/rae!, ſeems to me 
equally apparent, for how elſe could the 'Temple 
at Feruſalem, be call'd his Temple? That Temple 
which was dedicated to the God of T/rae/, and to 
none elſe, and in which he alone was worſhip- 
ped, How could it in any Senſe belong to ano- 
ther? Thus Luke i. 16, 17: And many of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, ſhall He (ſpeaking of Jobn the Bap- 
tiſt) turn to the Lord their God. Who is here call'd 
the Lord God of Iſrael, you may ſee in the fol- 
lowing Verſe, And he ſhall go before bim in the ſpi- 


Tit and power of Elias. 


Tur Jobs Baptiſt thus went before Jeſus 
Chriſt is too plain to need Proof; and, therefore, 
it undeniably follows that he was truly the Lord 
God of T/rael- | 

2. Jesus Cur1sT is the God of all Believers, 
Under the Goſpel Thomas expreſsly calls him, my 
God, and can we ſuppoſe that he intended to for- 
fake the God of his Fathers? Or to have another 
God beſides him? Or would our Lord have ap- 
prov'd of it? Perhaps it may be thought that this 
may be evaded by the Diſtinction of a Supreme 
and Subordinate God, but beſides, that I have 
ſhewn before there is no Ground for this Diſtin- 
ction, if there were, it could be of no Uſe here, 
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cauſe this Title had, never before, been given, to 
any other beſides the moſt High God. Tho' Ma- 
giſtrates were call'd Gods, we never read that any 
of them were addreſs'd with the Title of My God. 
We have an Account of many Kings of Jrael, but 
of no more than one God of 7/rael ; and indeed the 
meaning of the word, as ſet before us in ſacred 
Writ, is ſuch that it can't be truly applied to any 
except the Supreme God. Now then if Jeſus Chriſt 
were truly call'd, My God, by Thomas ; he muſt, as 
truly, be the God of all Believers: And this will 
farther appear in theſe Particulars. | 
(..) Tus ſame Worſhip that is due to the Father 
is required to be given, to Jeſus Chriſt alſo, Joba 
v. 23: That all Men ſhould Honour the Son, even as they 
Honour the Father. How muſt we Honour the Fa- 
ther, but by worſhipping Him? This at leaſt is that 
peculiar Honour which belongs to God alone, and 
ought not to be given to any meer Creature what- 


foever. If then we muſt Honour the Son ſo, or in 


the ſame manner as we Honour the Father, it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that we muſt give Him Religi- 
ous Worſhip: And accordingly we find, that in 
Conformity with this Precept, the Diſciples of our 
Lord did actually worſhip Him; nay, the very 
Angels are required to perform this Token of 


Reſpect and Homage to him. If any pretend that 


the Worſhip, which we ought to render the Son, 
is different from that which belongs to the Fa- 
ther, they muſt ſhew what ground they have 
for this Aſſertion, or it will avail them nothing. 
I am ſure the Scriptures ſpeak of no more than 
one Kind of Worſhip ; and, if Men may invent a 
Diſtinction when ever they pleaſe, they may 
evade the plaineſt Scriptures, juſt as the Papifs do 
the ſecond Commandment, by another ſuch Di- 
ſtinction. But as there is no ſuch Diſtinction in 
Scripture, fo all Worſhip, all Kinds, and Degrees 
of Religious Worſhip, and all the Diſtinction, 

| that 
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that may be ſuppoſed, or can poſlibly be inven- 
ted, are forbidden, when 'tis ſaid, Thou ſhalt Wor- 
ſhip the Lord thy God, and bim only ſhalt thou ſerve. 
This indeed is the main Fundamental Article of 
the true Religion; And *tis acknowledg'd, by thoſe 
that differ from us, that there was no fuch ſub- 
ordinate Worſhip required, or allow'd of, under 
the Legal Adminiſtration; neither have they any 
Ground to ſay, chere is ſuch under the Goſpel. 
Our Lord ſaith, that He came not to deſtroy the 
Law or the Prophets, nay, that he would not 
have one Jot or Tittle of the Law to paſs away : 
And, can it be thought that he meant to lay aſide, 
this main Fundamental Principle; or, Could he 
bring in the Worſhip of two orthree Gods, with- 
out altering Religion in its moſt important Arti- 
cles? *Tis moſt certain that the Lord Jeſus is re- 
preſented, in Scripture, as the Object of the fame 
Worſhip that belongs to the Father; It can't be 
pretended, that any one Part is denied him;nay, 1c 
might be particularly ſhewn chat every Part, both 
of outward and inward Worſhip, hath been actually 
performed to him. The Martyr Stephen prayed to 
Jeſus Chriſt ,and committed his Soul into his hands, 
when juſt ready to die; the Epiſtles of Paul, and ot 
the other Apoſtles, abound with Prayers to him, for 
Grace, Mercy, Peace, e*c. and in {everal Places 
give Glory to him, and thank Him tor Merciesre- 
ceived. I might ſhew that Faith, Truſt, Fear, Cc. 
are due to him, as well as to the Father. But I chooſe 
to ſpeak more eſpecially of Love, becauſe this ſeems 
to admit of no Evaſion : Love is the fulfilling of 
the Law, the Life and Soul of all Religion; it con- 
fiſts of two Parts, the Love of God, and of our 
Neighbour; rheſz are che two great Command- 
ments on which hang all theLaw and theProphets; 
to one of thele two then, our Love to Chriit muſt 
be reduc'd, but to which? Not ſurely to theLove of 
our Neighbour, l hope none will abaſe their Saviour 
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ſo low as this; and if not, then he muſt belov'd 
with all our Heart, and Soul, and Mind, and 
Strength, which is the very ſame both for Kind 
and Degree that we are required to give the Fa- 
ther: And, indeed, in loving the Son we love the 
Father alſo ; we can't ſuppoſe that otherwiſe the 
Father would have imployed his Son in the 
Work of Redemption, or have made him the 
Author of thoſe ineſtimable Benefits which deſerve 
the utmoſt Returns of Love and Thankfulneſs, 
and the Conſideration of which is moſt apt to 
work on ingenuous Minds. Surely we can never 
love our Bleſſed Saviour too much, we have no 
need to be afraid of over doing here: But were 
he not indeed one God with the Father, we ſhould 
have great Cauſe to be afraid of it; for, ſeeing 
what our Saviour hath done for us; deſerves the 
utmoſt Love that we can render him, What 
higher Regard could we pay to the Father, or 
how ſhould we love Him more? Would not this 
intrench upon His Honour and Prerogative? But 
there is not the leaſt Ground for ſuch Fear, As 
the Father's, and the Son's Love to us are the 
ſame, ſo muſt our love be to Them. | 

(2.) Turnk are the ſame Reaſons for worſhip- 
ping Jeſus Chriſt, as for the Worſhip of the Fa- 
ther. The Scripture aſſigns two Reaſons of Wor- 
ſhip, the glorious Excellency or Perfect ion of God, 
and the Right that he hath in us. | 

[1.) Tur glorious Excellency or Perfection of 
God. And that this is the ſame, in Jeſus Chriſt, as 
in the Father, will evidently appear, by conſider— 
ing; how the Scriptures deſcribe him for, he is 
laid to be the Brightneſs of his Fathers Glory 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, and Cololſi- 
ans, ii. 9. in Him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the 
Godbead Bodily, 1 know ' tis ſaid, that by God- 
head here, is meant Divine Authority and Domi— 
nion. Should we grant this, it would fully prove 
e Ig . what 


JEsus Cuklsr, prov'd, &c. 23 


what I bring it for; all Fulneſs of Divine Autho- 
rity can belong to none, that hath not the Nature 
and Perſections of God. But indeed there is no 
ground for that Interpretation; the Godhead ſigni- 
fies God himſelf, or the Divine Nacure ; and there 
can't be ſo much as the Shadow of any Reaſon, 
why it ſhould ſignify Authority. Beſides 'tis plain, 
that in theſe Words, the Apoſtle alludes to the 
Tabernacle or Temple. As God dwelt in that 
formerly, fo doth he now in the Humane Na- 
ture of Chriſt ; but this latter Dwelling is in a 
far more excellent Manner: For now it is not 
only by the outward Signs, and Tokens of his 
Preſence, but a real and perpetual Abiding, a per- 
ſonal Union; the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwells 
in Him bodily. It was God himſelf dwelt in 
the Temple of Old, not his Authority only: Thus, 
to anſwer the Type, it muſt be God himſelf 
that dwells in the Humane Nature of Chrift, 
or elſe the Type would exceed the Antitype, 
the Shadow, the Subſtance. But farther, ic is not 
only aſſerted in general, That the Divine Na- 
ture belongs to Chriſt, but alſo the particular At- 
tributes by which that Nature is deſcribed, and 
which diſtinguiſh the true God from all others, 
are evidently aſcribed 'ro him. Doth the moſt 
high God appropriate to himſelf, as his peculiar 
Character, that he can ſearch the Heart ? Jeſus 
Chriſt doth the ſame, Al rhe Churches ſhall 
know, ſaith he, that 1 am he that ſearcheth the 
Reins and Heart *. Is the Father Almighty ? So 
is the Son, for he can ſubdue all Things co him- 
ſelf, &c. he knoweth all Things, he is every 
where preſent ; his goings forth hach been from 
Everlaſting. Theſe are ſome of the moit pecu- 
liar Excellencies and Properties of God which, 
being in Scripture aſccib'd to our Saviour, are 
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[ an undeniable Argument that he ought to be 


* worſhipped in the ſame manner with the Fa- 
up [2.] ANorTnrr Reaſon of Worſhip, is the 


Right or Propriety which God hath in us; and 
this Right is founded on the great Things which 
he hath done for us, in Creation, Preſervation 
and Redemption: And all theſe Works are parti- 
cularly and diſtinctly aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt, as 
well as to the Father, and therefore it can't be 
deny'd, that we are his People, and that he hath 
a Right to our Worſhip and Service. But then, 
in order to take away the Force of this Argu- 
ment, tis pretended that Jeſus Chriſt was only 
an Inſtrument in our Creation. I know not what 
Notion they have of an inſtrumental Crea- 
tor; but this I am ſure, The Scriptures aſcribe the 
Creation of the whole World to him, in as plain 
6 and ſignificant Expreſſions as can be defir'd, and 
| in the ſame manner as to the Father, it tells 
us, Thar by bim were all Things created that 
are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, Viſible 
and Inviſible, whether they be Thrones, or Do- 
minions, or Principalities, r Powers: all Things 
were created h) Him, and for Him, Coloſſians, 
1. 16. And again, All Things were made by bim; 
and without him was not any thing made that 
was made, John i. 3. And thou Lord in the Be- 
ginning haſt laid the Foundation: of the Harth; and 
the Heavens are the work of thy Hand, Heb. i. 10. 
Now Creation is evidently a work. of Infinite 
Power. A Creature can't be a Creator: He that 
made all Things mult needs be God, in the 
higheſt Senſe of the Word. The Light of Nature 
will inform us of this Truth ; and even the Hea- 
thens themſelves, came to know The Eternal Po- 
ver and Godhead of the Creator, by conſidering 
the Works of his Hands *. If the Heavens wy: 
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clare the Glory of God, then he that made the 
Heavens mult be truly God; the Nature is the 
ſame, and therefore the Worſhip muſt be the 
ſame alſo, as I have ſhewn before: And there- 
fore he hath 2 Right to us and our Services, even 
all che Worſhip and Obedience that we can poſ- 
ſibly render Him. 

(20 Tuns are the ſame thatirigemencs to 
worſhip the Son, as to Worſhip the Father ; 
and the Rewards of- Obedience are promis d, 
and ſhall be actually beſtowed by Rim: So that 
in this Reſpe& allo he is molt truly our God, 
He is the Author of Eternal Salvation to all that 
obey Him *; it was purchaſed by his Blood, and 
at "the Laii Day ſhall be diſpenſed by Him, as 
the Judge of Hcaven and Earth, to all his faith- 
ful Servants. By his Word of Promiſe he 
hath aſſured us, that whoſoever believeth in Hin 
ſhall never die; and 7 his own Power, He 
will raiſe him up at the Laſs Day +. It is moſt 
certain that Faith in Chriſt, "arid the Worſhip 
of Him, are Matters of great Importance: ; other= 
wiſe there would not be ſuch glorious Rewards 
to excite aH encourage Men thereunto, nor 
would the Nepleet-of it be fo ſeverely punifh'd, 
as we find in lark xvi. 16: Whoſrever believ- 
eth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved, and whoſocucr 
believeth not ſhall be damned, and again, whoſoever 
ſhall Call on the Name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved . 
Beſides, as Everlaſting Happineſs is purchas'd, 
promis'd, and beſtowed by bim; ſo doch it con- 
fiſt in the Enjoyment' of him : For thus the A- 
poſtle Paul, having ſpoken of the joyful Reſur- 
rection of Believers, and how they that remain 
alive, ſhall be caught up into the Air to meet 
the Lord, Adds, as the Sum of all cheir Hap- 
pinels, 
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ſons? It may imply, indeed, that the Ordinance 
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17. 
(4.) Ix the Covenant of Grace, we take Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt for our God. This will evi- 
dently appear if we conſider, that Baptiſm is a 
Seal of chat Covenant; for thus the Form of 
Baptiſm runs, In the Name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : What can this mean 
but that therein, and thereby, we devote our- 
ſelves to the Service of theſe Three Sacred Per- 


is adminiſtred by their Authority; but this is far 
from being the Thing principally intended. 
God never interpoſeth His own Authority, ex- 
cept in Matters of great Importance: And ſuch 
Baptiſm is moſt truly, yea, the moſt important 
Concern of our whole Lives, conſidered as a 
Covenant Tranſaction between God and our 
Souls. And that it is really ſo I think exceeding 
Clear; for therein God doth Seal, Confirm, and 
make particular Application of Goſpel Promiſes 
ro the Perſon baptized. Hence we are ſaid to 
be baptized for the Remifhon of Sins ; and then, 
on the other Hand, it as neceſſarily implies 
that we perform our Part in entring into Co- 
venant with God: And what can that be but 
the conſenting to take him for our God, re- 
ſolving and promiſing, to keep his Command- 
ments? The Profeſſion of our Faith can ſignify 
nothing without this. We can't be truly ſaid to 
believe with all our Hearts, unleſs we have Re- 
ſpect to all Gods Commandments. Thus you 
ſee tis moſt truly a Covenant Tranſaction : But 
with whom do we enter into Covenant ? Thar, 
as I have ſaid, is expreſs'd in the Form of Bap- 
tiſm: As the Miniſter baptizeth the Perſon, In 
the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt; ſo 
the baptized Perſon, by offering himſelf to thar 
Ordinance, and profefling his Faith in owe 
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Three bleſſed Perſons, doth moſt truly dedicate 
himſelf to their Service, ſuppoſing that he is 
ſincere in what he doth. Now then it evidently 
follows, that all the ſacred Trinity is our Gop ; 
and though they are Three Perſons, yet they are 
but one God: The Act of Worſhip is but One, 
and therefore it neceſfarily follows, That the 
Object of Worſhip is but One; in the ſame 
manner,and at the ſame time,that we dedicate our- 
ſelves to the Father, we alſo dedicare ourſelves 
to the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt : There is not 
the leaſt Intimation that our Duty to the One, 
is greater than our Duty to the Other ; what we 
pron to one we promiſe to all. We are here- 
by obliged to render them, all the Worſhip, 
and Honour, all the Duty and Service, we are 
able: And what now need be added, to prove 
that they are all Three God, truly and pro- 
perly, yea, equally God, One God. 

The AppLIcATION. 

You ſee what ſure Ground there is for the 
commonly received Doctrine of the BrrssgD Tx. 
NITY; and, conſequently, that we have no Reaſon 
to leave it for another Opinion. That the Scrip- 
ture is the only Rule of Faith, is acknowledged 
by all Proteſtants. This is the Principle on which 
the Reformation is built, and we would not willing- 
ly act againſt it, in any Reſpe& whatſoever. This 
alone it is that induceth us to believe Three Per- 
ſons in the Godhead, of the ſame Nature, and 
Perfections. And there we build, not on one, or | 
two doubtful Aſſertions, or ſuch Texts as may | 
well enough admit of another Interpretation, bur 1 
upon a great Number of plain, and exprels Scrip- 
tures, and a vaſt Variety of Proofs drawn from 
thence, and thele interpreted according to the 
main Scope and Drift of the ſacred Writings. We 
pretend not to bring any Proof from Reaſon, and 
we are ſure that Right Reaſon can make nothing 
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againſt it. Tis poſſible the Explications of particu- 
lar Men may be groundleſs, and abſurd; but as it 
is reveal'd in Scripture, and hath been generally re- 
cæived in the Church of Chriſt,it contains nothing, 
that after the ſtricteſt ſearch can appear ſhocking 
to impartial and unpre judiced Reaſon, Irs ſtrange 
we confeſs and my ſterious, but we have no Reaſon 
to disbelieve it, for that; ſince it muſt be own'd that 
the Nature of God is Incomprehenſible. A Being 
of Infinite Perfection can be but very little known 
by finite Creatures. All beſides what our weak and 
ſhallow Minds can contain muſt be myſterious; and, 


therefore, if it pleaſe God to reveal any Truth con- 


cerning himſelf, which we can't comprehend, we 
we muſt by no mcans reject or deny it. What tho' 
it be but very little that we can underſtand, if 
that little be ſufficient to anſwer the Ends for 
which it is reveal'd, we have Reaſon to be ſatiſ- 
fyed with it: If it be not ſo much as we would 
willingly know, dis fo much as our All-wiſe So- 
vereign lecs needful for us; perhaps we are unfic 
and unworthy to know more, or it may be a ne- 
c:Mary Trial of the Faith, or Sincerity of Chri- 
ſtians: Whatever be the Cauſe that tis ſo ſparingly 
reveal'd, it becomes imperfe& Creatures to be 
ſenſible of their own Ignorance, and to be con- 
tent with thoſe Diſcoveries, which it hath pleaſed 
God to make of himlelf. Tis poſſible, indeed, that 
lubtle Wits may ſtart a great many Difficulties, in 
the plaineſt Matters; and give ſome what of a plau- 
ſible Turn to the moſt far fetch'd Interpretation: 
But that ought not to move us againſt the expreſs 
Words, and che general Drift of Scripture; eſpe- 
cially, if we conſider ; what it is they would have 
us believe inſtead of the commonly received Do- 
&rine of the Trixity.Could we ſuppoſe it doubt- 
ful; yet, unleſs we might change for the better, ic 
muſt be much more prudent to continue as we 
ate. And it we confider che new Scheme tho- 

roughly, 
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roughly, we ſhall find that it hath very little to 
recommend it, but only that it ſeems to remove 
the Difficulty which we find in conceiving Three 
Perſons to be One God: It ſeems, I ſay, to remove 
it, but doth not really; for as it can never be 
made to agree with Scripture, ſo neither is it well 
conſiftent with itſelf. Sometimes they would fain 
perſwade us, that the Father is the only true God * 
excluſive of the Son: And yet they are obliged to 
own,that the Son alſo is trulyGod » ; and, which is 
more ſtrange and abſurd, that they are neither I wo 
Gods nor yet One «©: The Son muſt not be called 
2 meer Creature ; but yet it unavoidably follows 
from thoſe Principles which they have laid down. 
Sometimes they repreſent him in ſuch a manner as 
if he were but little inferior to the Father ; and 
yet at other Times it ſeems as evident, that they 
give him no more than the Name or Title of God s: 
They wou d be thought to aſcribe all divine Powers 
or Attributes to him except Supremacy and Inde- 
pendency * ; but when they explain themſelves 
*ris certain they mean nothing leſs, unleſs we 
will admit that Eternity is a limited Duration ; 
or, that to have a Beginning and no Beginning is 
the ſame Thing + ; that there is no Difference be- 
tween knowing ſome Things and knowing all 
Things *; That a Finite Being may be every 
where preſent: In a Word, to ſupport this Scheme, 
they have introduc'd a new Notion of God, and 
wou'd perſwade us, that we know nothing of Him 
but this, that he is Governour of the World i. But 
this is as little capable of Proof as any thing they 
aſſert. It depends on little or nothing more than 
a confident Aſſertion. 
= E Axp 
* Scrip Do. p. 231. p. 73. b. 263, 264. Y 
ſon of the Name to be 2 . e . 
as when applied to the Father. p. 300. 272. p. 239, 
243- * $249. * p.266. * p.209, 237. p. 266. That 
according to their Notion, the Son is not eternal is plainly 


proved by Dr. Waterland. * Compare, p. 266. with 132. 
de, 114, 300, 263, 264, plain Scrip. Arg. p. 827. 
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AN D now, Is it for this, that we mult leave that 
Doctrine which hath been ſo generally received in 
the Church of Chriſt, even ſo far as appears by 
Ancient Recogds from the very Beginning of 
Chriſtianity? What! Becauſe I cannot comprehend 
this Doctrine, Shall I therefore contradict both 
Scripture and Reaſon too? Shall I believe that to 
be true which my own inward Senſe and Experi- 
ence convince me to be falſe ? How can Iperſwade 
myſelf, that a little of that which the Scriptures re- 
veal concerning God is as much as All? That there 
is no knowing the Nature of God by his Works; 
that all his Goodneſs conſiſts in doing good to his 
Creatures; that either He is not good in himſelf, 
or elſe that we can know nothing of it. Theſe and 
many other abſurd Conſequences will follow from 
that Notion. | OP 

2. Ir greatly concerns all Chriſtians to get them- 
ſclves well ſatisfied in this important Matter. The 
Point in Controverſy is no leſs than about the 
Object of Worſhip. If Jeſus Chriſt be not our 
God, He ought not to be worſhipped: If He be, He 
ought to be worſhipped in the ſame manner as 
the Father, for He cannot be another God; to 
hold two Gods, or two Objects of Worſhip is di- 
rectly contrary to the Foundation of all Religion. 
Our Lord found fault with the Samaritans, for 
worſhipping they knew not what: And muſt it not 

a much greater Crime in us, ſeeing we have ſuch 
a clear Revelation of the Nature and Perfections 
of God? We are told with ſufficient plainneſs, 
what we are to believe concerning Jeſus Chriſt ; 
not only with reſpe& to his Humane, but alſo his 
divine Nature ; and that uſually in the very ſame 
Words and Expreſſions which are made uſe of to 
deſcribe the Nature and Excellencies of the Father; 
and conſequently, we have all the Reaſon in the 
World to underſtand em in the ſame Senſe, unleſs 


the Scripture had let us know in what other 
Senſe 
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Senſe we ought to take em; And then it muſt 
needs follow, that the Son is the ſame in Sub- 
ſtance with the Father, equal in Power and 
Glory; Unleſs we can know nothing even of 
the Father himſelf; But what greater Reflection 
can we caſt upon the Scriptures? Is ir not 
their principal Deſign to bring us to the ſaving 
Knowledge of the Truth ? And of all Know- 
ledge, is not that of God through Jeſus Chriſt 
moſt neceſſary? If then, what ic reveals con- 
cerning God even with greateſt Plainneſs and 
Evidence be uncertain, What can we depend on ? 
Or, How can we be ſure that we underſtand 
any Thing of the Mind of God in ſacred 
Writ? Far would I be from charging any ono 
with a Deſign to leſſen the Authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, who profefs a Regard for 'em; 
but, I muſt needs ſay, it is the direct Conſe- 
quence of ſuch Notions. If we know not 
what they reveal to us concerning the Object 
of Worſhip, we may well be doubtful in leſs 
important Matters. And beſides, theſe Opini- 
ons tends very much to unſettle Men's Minds, 
and to keep them from fixing ſtedfaſtly in any 
Perſwaſion : Or, ſuppoſing that any are fully de- 
termined and ſatisfied in their Minds concern- 
ing em, I cant fee how tis poſſible to act 
with any Certainty, or to be free from Di- 
{trations in Worſhip}; for, ſeeing they muſt fo 
far ſuſpend their Judgments as not to deter- 
mine whether Jeſus Chriſt be a meer Crea- 
ture or not, How can they know what Regard 
they ought to pay to Him? Surely there is a 
vaſt Difference between a Creature and Him 
who is not a Creature; between Finite and In- 
finite: And, accordingly, there muſt be a pro- 
portionable Difference between that Reſpect 
which we give Him as He is one or the other; 
tho we may ſuſpend our Judgments we can't 
ſuſpendour Practice. CY in worſhipping Him 
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we muſt conſider Him either as the Infinite and 
Eternal Creator, or elſe, as a meer Creature: 
There is no Medium between theſe wide Ex- 
treams. And ſurely it cannot be thought that 
the ſame Worſhip or Honour will ſuit both, and 
the Miſtake either Way muſt be very great; 
Either we muſt Worſhip the Creature as the 
Creatr, or elſe pay no more regard to the 
great Creator than is due to thoſe which are 
infinitely beneath Him. And can you think, 
Sirs, That God hath left us at Uncertainty in 
Matters of ſuch vaſt Conſequence ? Search the 
Scripture, and you will find that they ſpeak 
plain enough. Search em without Prejudice, 
and without laying too much ſtreſs on the 
Words of Men; and you will perceive that the 
whole Current of ſacred Writ runs againſt theſe 
new Notions. Surely then, it very much Con- 
cerns all Perſons to get themſelves well fatis- 
fied in this important Matter. Take nothing 
upon Truſt: Labour to ſee with your own 
Eyes, and to obtain ſuch entire Satisfaction, 
that no Doubts or Fears may deject your Spi- 
rits, or hinder you in your Work. And, above 
all, Labour to get into a juſtified State, you are 


never ſafe till this be done: If God ſhould 


leave you to yourſelves there is no Error ſo 
abſurd and dangerous but you might be pre- 
vailed with to embrace ; and you have no Rea- 
ſon to expect otherwiſe, if you reject the calls 
and offers of Divine Grace, I know tis fre - 
quently ſaid, That if Men ſincerely Deſire and 
Endeavour to know the Truth, there is no 
doubt but they ſhall find it, ſo far at leaſt as is ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation ; but it ought to be taken 
with due Explication or elſe we ſhall be decei- 
ved by it. If by Sincerity here be meant the ſame 
with what the Scriptures call godly Sincerity 
tis very truz: But it ſeems to be ſpoken in a 
large Scale, and to take in all Kinds and De- 
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grees of Sincerity; whereas a Man that hath 
no more than common Grace may be in a 
conſiderable Meaſure ſincere, yet this is no ſuffici- 
ent Ground of Security to Him; if He be not 
ſo far ſincere as to have Reſpe& unto all Gods 
Commandments, he can never be out of Dan- 
ger, becauſe Knowledge is in Order to Pra- 
dice. And if Men will not improve what 
Knowledge they have, tis juſt with God, not only 
to deny them farther Meaſures, but to take 
away that which they have : Wherefore whatever 
ou do get Within the Covenant; preſent your 
elves to God a living Sacrifice, and be not 
conformed to the World, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your Minds, then ſhall 
you prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfe& Will of God. 
3. Cox TREND carneftly, yet ſoberly, and in 
a manner becoming Chriftians, for this Faith. 
Contend earneſtly : Every Truth of God is pre- 
cious, and ought to be valued highly and kept 
carefully. But there are ſome Truths more 
precious than others; and truly, I muſt needs 
ſay, this is one of them. It concerns us there- 
fore to make Ule of all thoſe Means which are 
juſt and lawful to preſerve it, and think no 
Pains too great to be taken for reclaiming thoſe 
who have imbibed Errors contrary to it ; and 
for confirming and eſtabliſhing all thoſe who 
as yet are {ound in the Faith. Contend ear- 
neftly, yet in a manner becoming Chriſtians. 
Avoid a furious and bitter Zeal, tbe wrath of 
Aan worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God. 
There is no Credit or Advantage gotten to any 
Cauſe by violent Methods. Truth 1s great and 
will prevail. It acts with leſs Noiſe and Vio- 
lence than Error, but yet is far more powerful. 
Tho' for a while it may ſeem too weak to 
ſtand its Ground, and be almoſt overborn by the 
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ſets; yet we may Comfort ourſelves in this, That 
it will not be of long Continuance. The 
Truths of the Goſpel will be too hard for all 
Enemies in the Iſſue: They will recover Strength 
and gain Ground, let Men do what they Will 
to overthrow 'em. And therefore we may be. 
very well content to make Uſe of no Methods, 
but ſuch as are righteous and equitable (as hi- 
therto I truſt we may truly ſay we have done.) 
If we eſpouſe the Cauſe of God, we need not 
doubt but that He will ſecond and maintain us 
therein. And that may well ſatisfy us, tho? for 
the preſent we ſhould not ſee that Effect of our 
Endeavours which we deſire. And above all, let 
us labour by our holy and heavenly Converſati- 
on to adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour: 
There's nothing that can recommend any Cauſe ſo 
much as this; Bleſſed be God, that we can pro- 
duce ſuch Multitudes of Inſtances of thoſe who 
lived and died in the ſame Faith which we now 
profeſs ; whoſe Lives have been eminently holy, 
uſeful and pious ; who have ſhin'd as Lights in 
the World, and brought much Honour to God, 
much Credit to Religion. Oh! let us take great 
Heed leſt, by another Courſe, we bring up an 
evil Report on the Faith or Doctrine which we 
profeſs. Let All, both Miniſters and People, in 
their ſeveral Places and Relations, endeavour to 
recommend all the Truths of the Goſpel; and 
this more particularly which we are ſo much 
concern'd to contend for: Andin the beſt Man- 
ner they are able let em ſhew forth the Praiſes 
of Him who bath called us cut of Darkneſs into 
bis marvellous Light. eAnd now may the God of 
all Grace, who hath called us unto His Eternal Glory 
by Chriſt Feſus, make you perfett, tabliſh, ſtrengthen, 
ſettle you. To Him be Glory and Dominion, for ever 
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